[Assessment of the new TNM classification for resected lung cancer].
To evaluate the revised TNM classification, we investigated the prognoses of 552 consecutive patients who had resection of non-small-cell lung cancer between April 1982 and March 1996. According to the new classification, the 5-year survival rate was 76.9% for stage I A, 57.2% for stage I B (I A versus I B, p < 0.0005), 47.7% for stage IIA, 49.8% for stage IIB, 18.6% for stage IIIA (IIB versus IIIA, p = 0.005), 16.7% for stage IIIB, and 7.9% for stage IV (IIIB versus IV, p = 0.02). Especially for patients in stage I A, there was significant difference in survival between patients with the tumor size within 1.5 cm and those with larger than 1.5 cm. The survival rate for T3N0M0 patients was significantly better than that for T3N1-2M0, but there was no significant difference between patients with T3N0M0 disease and those with T2N1M0 disease. Concerning the pm1 patients, the survival rate was significantly better than other stage IIIB patients. Our results supported the revision for dividing stage I and putting T3N0M0 into stage IIB. However, the classification is controversial about dividing stage II and putting pm1 as T4 disease. Furthermore, subgrouping of T1N0M0 disease by tumor size, T3 by tumor invaded organ will be necessary in the next revisions.